Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
—I shall prove its analysis—and it -was re-sealed in the tin; I do
not know whether you saw me break the seals just before I put it
in; the tin remained sealed up until it was handed to me in this
Court last Thursday. That is what happened. The police can
eay as much as they like, " We searched; we searched thoroughly/'
From the 1st January that was known to Mr. Matthews and Mr.
Bosanquet that it was said to be there, and time after time, you
may remember it yourselves if you have read any of the accounts
of this case before you knew you would have the misfortune to be
on the jury	
Mr. justice darling—You had better not say that, for this
reason : if they have read accounts of what happened in regard to
one thing, they may have read accounts of what happened in
regard to another.
Sir H. curtis beknett—I am much obliged. Gentlemen, I
am quite wrong in referring to anything you may have read; I
am sorry I should have made two mistakes in three hours. I
accept at once what my lord said; I have no right to tell you to
use anything you may have read before; I ought not to have said
it.
Eemember that when you come to deal with whether or not
Mr. Matthews is an honest man, and his clerk is an honest man,
and Dr. Ainsley is an honest man, do not forget that the evidence
will be that that was known to Mr. Matthews, who consulted Mr.
Bosanquet on the 1st January; that the evidence will be, and I do
not think my friend Mr. Micklethwait who was conducting the
prosecution will dispute the fact, that over and over again
pressure was being made, not improper pressure, and the things
were not being improperly withheld, but Mr. Matthews was asking
for a list of what the police found, because he wanted to know
whether they had found this packet. It is for that reason he
makes this final search.
Now, gentlemen, I have finished. I have told you what the
story of Major Armstrong is going to be. I have dealt with the
finding by Mr. Matthews and his clerk and Dr. Ainsley of this
packet. I have told you in addition I am going to call Mrs.
Price, the wife of the bank manager, also to call one witness, a
servant who was in their employ in 1919, who will speak about
making the weed-killer, and also as to the rheumatism which Mrs.
Armstrong was suffering from in 1919, and so on. Then I shall
call the three doctors whom I have named, who will tell you what
I have already said, that in their opinion this death resulted as
the consequence of one large fatal dose of arsenic having been
taken on the 16th February. I have already pointed out how
that does coincide, except for those small matters, with what Sir
William Willcox accepted and Dr. Spilsbury accepted practically.
When you are considering the evidence for the defence you will
give as much, nay, perhaps, more attention to it than you have
already shown to be giving to the case for the prosecution. One
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